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can only be experienced with the utmost difficulty and then not
in pure immediacy, to one side. Even the old, familiar, com-
paratively simple way which served to make the processes going
on in the realm of the Inanimate intelligible to us, proves on
closer inspection to be an analysis, whereby we establish the
transcendental powers or forces at work in the phenomenal
world (gravity, affinity, etc.) as causes, for which we then lay
down, in our mathematical formulae of explanation, the con-
ditional plexus of their operation, and nothing more. So that
even in the realm of the Inanimate, when we try to understand
its operations purely mechanically in terms of mathematical
law, we find ourselves encompassed by nothing but transcendental
powers or forces as the real causes of events. Immediate and
immanent Transcendence confronts us in the Inanimate.

*    2.    Transcendence in the Animate
(Biological Transcendence]
Even in the older biology which tried to explain the Animate
and its successive developments in terms of environment, that is
to say, in terms of the conditional plexus surrounding it and of its
reactions thereto mechanically understood, the Animate was
still in its essence something altogether mysterious, altogether
different from the conditional world, altogether transcendent
as regards all mechanistic or causal analysis. For the peculiarities
that immediately confront us as auto-plasticity, spontaneity and
purposiveness in every life-carrier whatsoever were, when under-
stood simply as mechanical reactions (modes of chemical be-
haviour, etc.) merely reduced to other a-biotic, transcendental
factors. But above all, such a procedure failed utterly to do
justice to the real nature of these factors, for their nature every-
where rested on the spontaneous intentions invisibly contained
in them and on the utilization of matter to those ends.
The newer biology recognizes this and rejects a merely mechan-
istic interpretation. Proceeding as Vitalism (Driesch and others
related to him) or in some other form (e.g. Richard Woltereck1)
from the life-carriers as self-organizing units possessing an
"Outside" and an "Inside" and harbouring invisible "powers" in
1 Ontologie des Lebendtgen (Stuttgart 1940).